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encouraged me to pursue even the most am-
bitious goals. Of all the values my parents im-
parted to their children, none was more impor-
tant than education. My father, A. Peter Kan-
jorski, Jr., graduated from the Wharton School 
class of 1919 before completing law school at 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1922, while 
my mother Wanda Nedbalski Kanjorski grad-
uated from Wyoming Seminary before obtain-
ing her degree from Bloomsburg College. All 
four of my siblings also completed college; 
Wendy from Marywood College, Aloise from 
the Connecticut College for Women, A. Peter 
III from the Wharton School as well as the 
University of Pennsylvania law school, and 
Charie from the University of Florida. This tra-
dition has continued to my parents’ grand-
children, as all 13 have earned their college 
degrees and some have pursued graduate de-
grees. My daughter, Nancy, for example, has 
earned her doctorate in geophysics. 

In light of the importance my parents placed 
on education, therefore, it was extremely dis-
tressing for them to realize that at the age of 
10 I was still having great difficulty learning 
how to read, because of what I now realize 
was most probably an undiagnosed case of 
dyslexia. My mother and older sisters, most 
especially my sister Allie, became my personal 
tutors. Under their guidance, I became a vora-
cious reader and eagerly consumed historical 
biographies. From reading about Arthur 
Vanderberg and Daniel Webster, I learned 
about congressional pages and convinced 
Congressman Ed Bonin, the representative for 
the 11th district of Pennsylvania, to appoint 
me in 1953. I met my lifelong best friend Bill 
Emerson when we started as pages together, 
and we were unfortunate witnesses to the first 
terrorist attack on the U.S. Capitol when Puer-
to Rican nationalists opened fire on the floor 
of the House on March 1, 1954. 

Bill returned to Congress in 1981 as a Re-
publican representative from Missouri, and I 
followed him 4 years later as a Democratic 
representative from Pennsylvania. Our political 
views were starkly different, but we respected 
one another’s views and disagreed agreeably. 

Those of us lucky enough to be citizens of 
the United States are privileged to be experi-
encing the noblest experiment the world has 
ever known: democratic self-governance. As 
representatives of the people, we in Congress 
must be the guardians of that experiment, and 
in the words of Abraham Lincoln, ensure that 
it does not perish from this earth. Our constitu-
ents have entrusted us to do our very best to 
make the United States a better place, the 
reason every one of us sought to serve in 
Congress. It is a sacred trust, and one I hope 
that no Member of Congress ever forgets. 

The people of the 11th congressional district 
of Pennsylvania gave me a gift for which I will 
be forever grateful, and to them I would like to 
say thank you. 
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Mr. STEARNS. Madam Speaker, my friend, 
David Cavicke, Chief of Staff for the Repub-

licans on the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce, is leaving the Committee in January 
after nearly 16 years of service. I and other 
Members of the Committee have benefited 
from David’s sound counsel, tireless advo-
cacy, policy entrepreneurship and relentless 
optimism. Like Ronald Reagan, Cavicke be-
lieves that you can accomplish anything if you 
don’t worry about who gets the credit. 

David was invaluable to the Committee dur-
ing our investigations of financial fraud at 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. He was early to 
identify that fraudulent accounting masked bal-
ance sheets with such volumes of toxic assets 
that the firms were likely to be insolvent. As a 
result of this work, David led the development 
of ideas to improve accounting and auditing 
standards in the Committee. 

David also worked extensively on privacy 
and telecommunications issues during my ten-
ure as Chairman of the Commerce, Trade, 
and Consumer Protection subcommittee and 
my term as Ranking Member on the Tele-
communications subcommittee. He is a prin-
cipled conservative. He also believes that 
facts and data should drive policy. He has 
worked with Democrats and Republicans at 
the FCC to promote the growth of broadband, 
more extensive deployment of spectrum and 
greater efficiencies in the universal service 
program. He has been an advocate for pro-
tecting consumers’ privacy in the online world. 
He has been sensitive to the enormous tech-
nical difficulties of using statutes to micro- 
manage internet commerce. 

He is a gentlemen, a wise lawyer, an expert 
in the formal and informal procedures of Con-
gress and scrupulously fair to persons of both 
parties. He has been a Chief of Staff in the 
best tradition of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee. 
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The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4853) to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to extend 
the funding and expenditure authority of the 
Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to extend au-
thorizations for the airport improvement 
program, and for other purposes: 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Chair, it is with 
a great deal of regret that I will vote against 
H.R. 4853, the Tax Relief, Unemployment In-
surance Reauthorization, and Job Creation 
Act. 

Reaching this decision has not been easy 
because President Obama fought for and suc-
ceeded in getting several provisions into this 
bill which I wholeheartedly support. 

Among those provisions is the extension of 
unemployment insurance for millions of Amer-
ican families who through no fault of their own 
have lost their jobs, the child tax credit, the 
middle class tax cuts, the earned income tax 

credit and tax breaks for small business. 
These were major victories for President 
Obama. 

My concern is that the provisions in the bill 
demanded by Republicans come at too high a 
price and impact the future well being of our 
country and our children. Based on the calls I 
have received, the majority of my constituents 
agree. 

According to economists the demands by 
Republicans to give the 6,600 wealthiest 
Americans a tax break of $23 billion will do 
nothing to stimulate our economy or create 
one job. 

What this one provision alone will do, how-
ever, is increase our out of control deficit by 
another 8 percent. This is irresponsible and 
will make it even more difficult for our country 
to stop mortgaging our future to China; a mort-
gage which will ultimately fall on the backs of 
our children and our grandchildren in the 
years to come. 

I also have a deep concern about this bill’s 
impact on Social Security. My fear has to do 
with the 2 percent reduction in employee con-
tributions to Social Security which has the po-
tential to destroy the guaranteed safety net 
which keeps millions of older and disabled 
Americans out of poverty. 

While this provision is intended to be tem-
porary, I have learned in my 18 years in 
Washington that tax cuts are seldom tem-
porary. It is always easier to cut taxes than it 
is to restore them as this very bill dem-
onstrates. 

The Social Security payroll tax provides an 
independent revenue stream which keeps So-
cial Security from contributing to our nation’s 
budget deficit and outside of the budget proc-
ess. 

If the payroll tax is not restored, which I be-
lieve is likely with a Republican majority in the 
House, Social Security would become depend-
ent on the general fund for revenue. 

This would threaten the safety net for sen-
iors and the disabled by making it vulnerable 
to budget cuts and competition with other es-
sential programs like veterans benefits and 
safety net programs for children. 

By doing this, we could be sowing the 
seeds for the privatization of Social Security. 

Therefore, while this bill does provide short 
term relief, the potential long term suffering 
and negative impact of this bill are too high a 
price to pay. 

I cannot in good conscience support this bill 
with the potential long term negative impact on 
Social Security and the unnecessary in-
creased burden the tax cuts for the wealthiest 
Americans will put on the shoulders of our 
children and grandchildren. 

I am saddened that my Republican col-
leagues demanded these irresponsible tax 
cuts for the wealthiest Americans in exchange 
for the very critical provisions of this bill sup-
ported by the President. While I am heartened 
that we are acting to extend unemployment in-
surance and protect those still struggling to 
find work, there is too much in this bill that 
only adds to our already uncontrollable deficit 
and does nothing to help our economy or cre-
ate jobs. 
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